XI
EMOTION

WE are a curious nation, we English!
Stendhal says that our two most patent
vices are bashfulness and cant. That is to
say, we are afraid to say what we think,
and when we have gained the courage to
speak, we say more than we think. We are
really an emotional nation at heart, easily
moved and liking to be moved; we are
largely swayed by feeling, and much stirred
by anything that is picturesque. But we
are strangely ashamed of anything that
seems like sentiment; and so far from
being bluff and unaffected about it, we are
full of the affectation, the pretence of not
being swayed by our emotions. We have
developed a curious idea of what men and
women ought to be; and one of our pre-
tences is that men should affect not to
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